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The Role of Self-Written Memoirs in the Development of the Holy

Defense Oral History
Hossein Yazdi
Ph.D. in Political Science

Abstract: This research examines the role of self-written memoirs in the development and compilation of the Holy
Defense oral history. The article is practical and qualitative. The content analysis method has been used through the
documentary method by examining the texts available in books, articles, and research. Considering that the untold
history of the Holy Defense is locked in the chest of many warriors, it is necessary to record this part of the history of
the eight-year battle by creating a suitable space and using the simplest method in the form of self-written memoirs.
Exploiting self-written memoirs of the Holy Defense is a new way of recording the oral history of the war. Writing
memoirs in different ways has a long history in the history and culture of Iran. In recent years, the old tradition of
memoir writing has been popularized in various forms. Some experts also apply the title of oral history to different
types of memories. Therefore, knowledge of memory and oral history is necessary for comparative analysis and
analytical comparison. Our question in this article is, what is the role of recording self-written memories in the
development of the Holy Defense oral history? Self-written memoirs can be an introduction for the interviewer to
receive the subject of oral history from the narrator and determine the oral history through interviewing and
questioning. Self-written memoirs can play a fundamental and vital role in the development of the Holy Defense oral
history. Memoirs and oral history have similar appearances, but they are different. Due to the closeness of memory and
oral history, researchers do not distinguish between the two, while their principles and methods are different.

Key Words: Memoirs, Oral History, Holy Defense, Self-Written Memoirs.
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