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Rethinking the Oral Historiography of Religion in Global Experiences: A Comparative Analysis of
Foundations, Methods, and Applications

Soraya Abbasigheidari *
Assistant Professor, Department of History, Farhangian University, Tehran, Iran

Abstract: The historiography of religion in many societies has traditionally been based on written sources and official
narratives, and as a result, an important part of the lived experiences, collective memory, and everyday meanings of
religious people has been less reflected. Despite the expansion of oral history as an effective approach in the study of
human experiences, a comparative study of its theoretical foundations, methodology, and applications in the field of
religion still faces a research gap. Accordingly, the present study seeks to answer the question of what theoretical and
methodological foundations oral historiography of religion in global experiences is based on and what capacities it has
for analyzing religious experiences. This study, using a descriptive and analytical method, examines selected
experiences of oral historiography of religion in North America (the United States), Western Europe (Britain and Italy),
Latin America, and the Middle East (with an emphasis on Iran) in the period from the 1960s to the 2020s. The findings
show that North American and Western European research traditions emphasize individual experience, social history,
and the analysis of narrative meaning; in Latin America, oral history is a tool for studying collective identities and the
experience of less visible groups; and in the Middle East, especially Iran, the dominant focus is on recording religious
memory and narratives related to contemporary religious developments. Accordingly, the present study proposes a
comparative framework at three levels of narrative production, meaning interpretation, and sociocultural context
analysis that can contribute to the development of interdisciplinary studies.

Key Words: Oral History of Religion, Global Experiences, Lived Religion, Oral History Methodology.
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