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Intimate Histories and Public Conversation: Oral History, Migration History and Public History, Case
Study on the Works of Mary Hutchison

Peymaneh Salehi *
Author and researcher of oral history, Iran

Abstract: This article, translated and annotated, is the first article from a series of articles in Studies in Oral History
(Issue 44, 2022) with the subject "Migrant voices: community collaboration and telling migration histories". This
specialized review, published by the Australian Society for the Study of Oral History, presents the latest research in the
theoretical and practical fields of oral history to enthusiasts. Mary Hutchison interprets her four-decade experience in
recording oral histories in this article, emphasizing that oral history is not just a record of memories, but a dialogical
process for creating Shared authority, meaning the Shared agency of both the interviewee and interviewer in creating
the oral data. She defines the concept of "Intimate histories” in multiple layers, depicting it not only as personal
experiences, but also as narratives emerging from events related to migration history. Hutchison analyzes intimate
histories as a bridge between individual experiences and collective conversations that move insights about "I" towards
knowledge of "we". She also addresses the challenges of transforming the intimate space of narrators into public spaces
without losing their authority, as well as explaining practical examples of using oral history in participatory exhibitions
on the topic of migration and community-based projects.

Key Words: Oral History, Migration, Narratives, Public History, Social Cooperation.
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