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Mr. Teacher: The Memoirs of Professor Hossein Norouzian

Samira Mosayebi *
1- Department of History & amp; Iranology, University of Isfahan, Isfahan, Iran

Abstract: The expansion of oral history publications in recent years has underscored the need for systematic evaluation
of such works, particularly those centered on individuals, which often lie between documentary memoir and oral
history. This study examines the extent to which Mr. Teacher: The Memoirs of Professor Hossein Norouzian conforms
to oral history methodology and whether it advances from memory representation to the production of historical
knowledge. The article critically analyzes this work, which, by focusing on the life and artistic and educational
activities of Hossein Norouzian, reflects part of the cultural and artistic history of Qom. Using a descriptive-analytical
approach and textual analysis, the study explores the book’s position within oral history productions in Qom, along with
its interview method, questionnaire design, editorial process, narrative structure, and degree of documentation. The
findings show that, through open-ended interviews and snowball sampling, the work can be classified as oral history.
However, the removal of the question-and-answer format, limited methodological explanation, and absence of
references to interview archives reduce its evidentiary value. Overall, the work demonstrates strengths in subject
selection, narrative coherence, and representation of lived experience. However, achieving scholarly standards in oral
history requires greater methodological transparency and a stronger analytical approach. This study aims to clarify the
work’s position within contemporary oral history in Qom.

Key Words: Book Review, Qom Oral History, Character-Centered Oral History.
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