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(Case Study: Ali Mohammad Baradaran Rafiei, Head of the Organization of Libraries, Museums, and
Documents Center of Astan Quds Razavi)

Mohammad Nazarzadeh*
1- Expert in Charge of the Oral History Department, Documents Center of Astan Quds Razavi Library, Mashhad, Iran

Abstract: Oral history, as one of the modern methods for identifying and recording historical experiences in Iran, has
found the opportunity to flourish, particularly through libraries and documentation centers. The role of interested and
knowledgeable managers in this process is crucial, as new phenomena often face denial and resistance in their initial
stages. Relying on the written and oral recommendations of Dr. Baradaran Rafiei, the Head of the Organization of
Libraries, this article examines the creation and expansion of oral history within the Organization of Libraries, Museums,
and Documents Center of Astan Quds Razavi. Dr. Baradaran’s managerial position and perspectives, combined with his
extensive knowledge of Mashhad’s history over the last century, have provided valuable capacities for developing and
guiding oral history projects. The findings of this research indicate that oral history, alongside the archival and research
functions of libraries, can serve as an efficient tool for reproducing collective memory, strengthening historical identity,
and expanding the boundaries of contemporary historical knowledge.

Key Words: Oral History, Libraries and Documentation Centers, Astan Quds Razavi, Ali Mohammad Baradaran Rafiei,
Contemporary History of Mashhad, Collective Memory.
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