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An Oral History Study of the Cultural and Artistic Activities of Law Enforcement
Institutions (Islamic Revolutionary Committee, Police, and Gendarmerie) in
Behshahr during the Iran-lraq War (1979-1987)

Sayed Mohammad Javad Ghorbi
1 MA in Islamic Political Thought, Researcher of the History of the Revolution and the Thought of Muslim Thinkers, Iran

Abstract: During the Eight Years' War, various departments and institutions conducted numerous cultural activities to
preserve the culture of sacrifice and martyrdom. Behshahr County's law enforcement institutions (Revolutionary
Committee, Shahrbani, and Gendarmerie), while participating in public ceremonies during the Sacred Defense era, used
their legal and administrative capacities to preserve the status of martyrs and institutionalize the culture of martyrdom.
This article, using a descriptive method and interviews with law enforcement personnel, attempts to answer the
question: "What cultural and artistic performance did Behshahr County's law enforcement institutions perform to
preserve the status of martyrs during the imposed war?" The article's findings show that, given their law enforcement
nature, law enforcement agencies did not neglect cultural and artistic activities during the imposed war. To socialize the
spiritual values of sacred defense, institutionalize sacrifice, and protect the memories and spiritual life of military and
law enforcement martyrs during the eight-year imposed war, they took various measures in the cultural and artistic
fields that were implemented in the space of law enforcement agencies and even public centers in Behshahr city. This
cultural-artistic performance of law enforcement agencies in Behshahr city included: wall painting, cloth painting,
distributing posters, reading the wills of martyrs, performing plays and hymns, showing films, and broadcasting cultural
productions on the subject of martyrs.

Key Words: Behshahr County, Imposed War, Law Enforcement Forces, Islamic Revolutionary Committee, Shahrbani,
Gendarmerie, Martyrs, Oral History, Cultural Performance.
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