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The Application Pattern of Oral History in the Analysis and Review of Susangerd Reconstruction

Somayyeh Eslami
1 Master of Psychology, Researcher and Writer in the Field of Oral History of Contemporary Wars, Iran

Abstract: The war imposed on us in September 1980 directly involved 16 provinces, 87 cities, and 2676 villages,
causing the destruction and devastation of over 328,340 urban residential and commercial units and 76,390 rural
residential units, military occupation of some cities, and destruction of urban and rural facilities and their
infrastructures. As a result, the UN delegation in 1991, upon witnessing the destruction, referred to it as an
unimaginable tragedy and reported its extent to the UN as over 97.2 billion dollars. Among the devastated cities was
Susangerd, whose reconstruction was undertaken by the people of Mazandaran even during wartime. This is while,
from the sociological perspective of reconstruction, the rebuilding or restoration of any city in a war-torn region
depends on temporal requirements, social needs, geographical location, facilities, capital, material and spiritual (human)
forces, and cultural characteristics, considering social, economic, and industrial changes. Therefore, this research, using
a descriptive-analytical method, with an emphasis on interviews and documents, first illustrates the dimensions of
Susangerd's reconstruction by Mazandaran, even in wartime conditions. Then, it examines the role of oral history in
studying this event.

Key Words: Reconstruction, Susangerd, Mazandaran, Oral History, War.
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