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A Critical Review of the Oral History of the Third and Fourth Governments of the Islamic Republic
(Case Study of Memoirs: Ali Akbar Nategh Nouri and Mohsen Rafighdoost)
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Abstract: The third and fourth governments of the Islamic Republic of Iran represent a sensitive period in the history of
the Islamic Republic. Managing the country during this era, which coincided with Saddam's imposed war against Iran
and internal economic and political crises, required extensive coordination among governmental institutions and the
adoption of vital decisions to preserve territorial integrity, political stability, and social cohesion. Oral history, as one of
the important tools for representing the hidden dimensions of this period, provides an opportunity for a deeper analysis
and understanding of decision-making processes and crisis management. This article, while identifying the patterns and
shortcomings in the memoirs of Hojjat-ul-Islam Ali Akbar Nategh Nouri, the Minister of Interior in the third
government, and Mr. Mohsen Rafighdoost, the Minister of the Revolutionary Guard in the third and fourth
governments, seeks to critically examine the narrative style of these two cabinet members regarding the policies and
executive challenges of that period, to find a clear picture of that historical era.
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