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Examining the Role of Photography in Documenting the Oral History of the Sacred Defense during
the Eight-Year Iran-lrag War

Hosein Behrozi
L PhD student at Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran

Abstract: Photography, as a powerful tool for recording and transmitting events, has played a significant role in
documenting oral history in contemporary wars, especially in the Iran-lIraq War. This research examines the role of
photography in documenting the events of the Sacred Defense and its impact on historical narratives. First, the history
of using photography in contemporary wars is reviewed, followed by an examination of the role of this medium in wars
such as the Crimean War, the American Civil War, World Wars | and Il, and the Vietham War. Then, the role of
photography in the Iran-Irag War is analyzed, from documenting critical moments and reinforcing oral narratives to the
psychological and social dimensions of images. This research also investigates the documentary and analytical value of
war images, demonstrating that war images, as visual evidence, play a crucial role in complementing historical
narratives, comparative analysis, and transmitting emotional and cultural values. The findings indicate that photography
not only helped record the spirit of sacrifice and devotion but also served as an effective tool for education, cultural
development, and creating an emotional bond between past and future generations. Finally, the role of photography in
transmitting the values of the Sacred Defense to future generations, including documenting the spirit of national unity
and solidarity and fostering empathy, is examined. These images, through media and cultural institutions, have become
a tool for conveying the messages of the Sacred Defense to new generations. This research emphasizes the importance
of photography in documenting oral history and offers suggestions for better utilization of war images in historical
documentation.

Key Words: Photography, Oral History, Sacred Defense, Eight Years of the Iran-Irag War.
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