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Book Review: Bloody Robes: IRGC Combat Medical Services in the Karbala
Operation 5

Morteza Massah
History Department, University of Isfahan, Isfahan, Iran

Abstract: The purpose of this article is to critique the book "Bloody Overalls: The Combat Medical Services of the
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps in Operation Karbala 5" by Seyed Hamid Rahnama, which was published and
entered the book market in 1402 AH. Since this document examines the performance and role of the IRGC's combat
medical services during the imposed war, it can be considered a pioneering work for similar examinations in other units
and operations. Critiquing such works illuminates the path of research on this topic and guides researchers to continue
their work. Interviews and works by other authors have been utilized for the critique of this written work. The book
"Bloody Overalls" was compiled to examine the performance record of the IRGC's medical services in Operation
Karbala 5. The text of the book is fluent and understandable and meets the structural standards of a book; however, it
suffers from a weak utilization of oral history capacity, and only about one-third of the book is dedicated to the author's
main objective. In most chapters, the author has embedded his main and supplementary content in the text without
citing sources. Furthermore, the author's principle of neutrality has been violated by expressing emotions and taking
stances on some issues in this book.

Key Words: Combat Medical Services, Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, Karbala 5, Performance Report, Oral
History.
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