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One-Sided Narratives: A Pathological Study of Perspective in the Oral History of the
Sacred Defense

Marjan Borhani
Assistant Professor Department of History, Shahid Bahonar University, Kerman, Iran

Abstract: Oral history, as a crucial tool for documenting historical events, holds significant importance in recording
and reconstructing the experiences and memories of individuals during major events such as wars and revolutions. In
this context, the oral history of the Sacred Defense, given the diversity and breadth of narratives from combatants,
commanders, civilians, and martyrs' families, is considered a vital source for understanding various dimensions of the
imposed war. However, one of the fundamental problems in the oral historiography of the war is the existence of "one-
sided narratives" that view events solely from the perspective of specific groups or individuals, ignoring other
viewpoints. This type of narrative can lead to the distortion of facts and an incomplete understanding of the war's
dimensions. Given the above, the main question of this article is how a one-sided perspective is formed in the oral
history of the Sacred Defense and what impact it has on the public's understanding of this event. This article analyzes
the challenges and limitations in the oral history of the Sacred Defense and examines the causes of one-sided narratives,
using critical concepts and methodologies proposed by Western researchers in oral history studies and social analyses,
particularly in postcolonial, feminist, and critical social fields. The research findings indicate that one-sided narratives
can present an inaccurate picture of the war and its effects on society, and this can influence how future generations
understand the war.
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