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Pathology of Oral History of Mothers and Women in the Imposed War
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Abstract: The presence and role-playing of mothers and women in the unique arenas of the Islamic Revolution and the
Sacred Defense have always been evident. These women, alongside men, played a significant role in the sacrifice and
protection of this land. During the eight years of the Sacred Defense, they undertook important roles in various fields,
including support, encouraging men to go to the front, caring for children and preserving families, nursing the wounded,
and fulfilling responsibilities in place of men, thereby creating lasting epics. However, their role and presence have not
been sufficiently recognized. Oral history can be an effective tool for showcasing the broader role of mothers and
women in the Sacred Defense, depicting various aspects of their presence. The process of collecting the oral history of
mothers and women faces challenges, some of which are social and others related to the structural aspects of oral
history. This article attempts to examine the impact of various pathologies on the oral history of mothers and women,
using the opinions of experts and the experiences of the authors in this field. These pathologies include the passage of
time, insufficient attention to selecting the right narrator, weakness in the interview process, inability to verbally express
events, unintentional distortion of facts, lack of access to documents, and the influence of responsible institutions and
different approaches in compiling oral history. The goal is to improve the quality of collecting and compiling the oral
history of women in the Sacred Defense by identifying these pathologies and utilizing creative solutions.
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