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Workers’ Voices in Oral History: Analysis and Critique of Khak-e Karkhaneh Through Paul
Thompson’s Approach

Farhad Rostami Ghahfarokhi
Department of History, Faculty of Literature, Esfahan university, Esfahan, Iran

Abstract: The book Khak-e Karkhaneh by Shiva Khademi portrays the lives and experiences of industrial workers at
the Behshahr textile factory. This article examines how effectively the book reflects the authentic voices of workers
using Paul Thompson’s oral history theory. The primary objective of this study is to analyze the book’s narratives and
assess their alignment with the principles of oral history, including the documentation of individual experiences,
polyphony, and the challenges of recounting history from the perspective of ordinary people. For this study, the book’s
content has been qualitatively analyzed, focusing on the narratives from workers' perspective as primary storytellers, the
author's role in reconstructing these narratives, and their relationship with official history. The findings indicate that
while the book exhibits many characteristics of oral history, there is also a possibility of bias in the selection and
presentation of narratives. This article emphasizes that oral history can play a crucial role in documenting and
uncovering workers’ experiences, but careful selection and analysis of narratives are essential to provide an accurate
representation of workers’ lives.
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modern history. Longman.
Mclvor, A. (2013). Working Lives: Work in Britain
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i, Studies in oral history

IV Intimate Stories,Challenging Histories

V. Oral historians

V1. Accounts

V. QUT: Queensland University of Technology

Vi History from below

X Ordinary people

* Democratization of History
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