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Mazandaran Tobacco Complex Waste and the Health of Warriors; Oral History of
Sending Gravel and Substandard Tobacco Leaves to Behshahr to Prevent Scorpions
and Asphyxiation of Warriors in War Zones

Seyyed Mohammad Javad Ghorbi
MA in Islamic Political Thought, Researcher of the History of the Revolution and the Thought of Muslim Thinkers,
Iran

Abstract: Factories and industrial companies had various support activities during the imposed war and sent their
products for use in war support headquarters and for the use of the fighters. Tobacco complexes had waste that was used
for preventive purposes in line with the security and health of the fighters. The gravel and inferior tobacco leaves that
were not used for the products of the tobacco complexes and had to be destroyed were used to prevent scorpion bites
and to keep poisonous reptiles away. Therefore, the Mazandaran Tobacco Complex repeatedly sent waste from its
factories and warehouses to the war zones during the imposed war, and the Behshahr Tobacco Department cooperated
in this regard. The present article, using library studies and oral history interviews, attempts to examine the performance
of the Behshahr Tobacco in sending tobacco waste for the safety of the fighters against scorpions, snakes, and harmful
insects. The author's interviews with officials and employees of the Mazandaran and Behshahr tobacco companies show
that Behshahr tobacco waste was used to prevent arthropods from entering the tents of soldiers in the war zones of
southern Iran and was used in a water-soluble or dry form. Tobacco waste was sent through military and relief
organizations for the use of soldiers and military barracks. It was used in a water-soluble or dry form to prevent insects,
scorpions, and snakes from approaching the tents of soldiers and their training sites.

Key Words: Behshahr city, imposed war, Mazandaran tobacco complex, Behshahr tobacco, scorpion sting, snake bite,
tobacco.
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