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Oral history, an introduction to people’s history

Peymaneh Salehi
Author and researcher of oral history, Iran

Abstract: Objective: Emphasizing the capabilities of oral history in order to represent the history of people and
correctly understand historical facts and understand and interpret the past of societies.

Method: The necessity of prioritizing oral history research in line with ethnography was explained with reference to
library sources and the effective components for its implementation were explained.

Findings: Oral history has opened clear horizons for researchers to objectify history from below. Before the widespread
use of this research tool, history reflected the views of those in power from above. Ever since oral history became the
focus of anthropologists, sociologists and historians of social history, the experiences of ordinary people were recorded.
Women, workers, athletes and guilds are among the target groups in people-oriented oral history projects. People's
narratives, which are transformed into collective narratives by the mechanism of oral history, reveal a clear picture of
the history of societies.
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