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An introduction to hermeneutics in oral history
Mohsen Kazemi
Author, history researcher and PhD in history, Iran

Abstract: Oral history is the creator, or better yet, the recreator of history. The products of oral history are in front of
human beings at any moment and are always questioned and pondered upon, weighted in the minds of individuals.
Interpretation is necessary for understanding the recreations of oral history. In humanities, interpretation is a method for
understanding and comprehension. Oral history finds its identity through understanding and comprehension; the identity
that is born through questioning and progresses with questioning. Questions are the ways through and tools of oral
history. They are tools because without questioning, it is impossible to understand events. They are ways through
because they are the key to understand oral history and comprehend the world. The process and product of oral history
are always subject to interpretations, thoughts, and biases. To avoid miscomprehension clearing the biased judgments, it
is necessary to interpret in a precise and scientifically valid manner. Hermeneutics, as a scientific method of interpreting
phenomena, can be an answer to a significant portion of these necessities and needs. In this writing, while presenting a
definition of hermeneutics and some analytical and interpretive methods and the relationship between oral history and
hermeneutics is clarified, and its position is specified. Since interviews are the focal point of oral history, they hold a
special importance in subjective and intersubjective discussions. Therefore, interpretive changes have been considered
in this regard.

Key Words: Oral history, Hermeneutics, Interpretation, Bias, Intersubjectivity.
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