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Investigating the Issue of Education in Imposed War
(Case Study: An Oral History of the 408th Divers Battalion of Kerman)
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Abstract: The eight-year Iran-lraq war (1980-1988) was an imposed war for Iran, and the country's military forces,
having recently experienced a revolution, were still in the process of organizing and growing. To address this challenge,
the General Command of Jihad was announced by the founder of the Islamic Republic, leading to the mobilization of
the People's Army towards the war fronts, with a remarkable response in a short period. However, the issue of educating
these non-military forces, many of whom had no prior knowledge of military equipment, became a significant challenge
for the authorities and commanders at the time. This paper, using oral history methods and library resources, attempts to
answer whether the mobilized People's Army received the necessary training before entering into operations. To address
this issue, considering the large number of units participating in the war, the 408th Battalion of Divers from the 41st
Tharallah Division of Kerman has been examined as a case study. The research findings indicate that, throughout the
war, most units received the necessary training based on the operational objectives, and in some cases, this training
lasted for months.
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