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Future research approach to the validation (hypothesis test) of historical data from

oral history interviews
Peymaneh Salehi
Author and researcher of oral history, Iran

Abstract: To emphasize the benefit of purposeful and subject- oriented oral history interviews, as a tool to validate the
hypotheses resulting from the futurist research approach in history, in order to identify ambiguities and contradictions in
present and future historiography. The necessity of using futures research techniques in compiling oral history data has
been analyzed by referring to the written library resources and application and efficiency of the proposed process based
on machine methods. Just as in future research, past trends are used to explore the relationship between concepts, so
historiography responds to ambiguities related to events by generating new hypotheses. The use of machine methods
and software techniques makes it possible, in addition to detecting communication, to generate possible responses and
to validate them through topic- based interviews. Oral history research requires the use of these innovative technologies
and changes the approach to conducting interviews from retrospective to futuristic. The more oral historians pay
attention to clearing up the ambiguities and needs of tomorrow's historians, the closer the texts resulting from this
research method become to truth.
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