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The biography of the martyr who defended the Hazrat Zainab’s shrine in Khan Tuman;
Seyyed Javad Asadi

Fateme Ghanabari
Author and Researcher of Oral History, Iran

Abstract: On April 5, 2016, with the presence of four of the battalions of the 25th Karbala Division of Mazandaran — namely
Malek, Yaser, Ammar and Hamza — in the “Jafar Tayar” operations, their mission in Syria and the town of Khan Tuman began.
Although not unrelated to its strategic location, what has made Khan Tuman an unforgettable name for the people of Iran and
especially Mazandaran is actually rooted in a tragic event that began on Thursday, May 5, 2016, and culminated on Friday, which
coincided with Eid Al Ma'bath — an Eid that was made bitter for everyone with the news of severe clashes in this syrian town
located on the heights east of the Queiq River. Although the enemy had failed in its two previous attacks on April 9th and 19th, it
was finally able to take control of this eventful town for a while by using foul play and violating international laws during ceasefire.
Among the martyrs of this operation is martyr Seyyed Javad Asadi who played an effective role in this mission by accepting the
responsibility of protecting the Imam Hassan (AS) Brigade. With the fall of Khan Tuman, in addition to what was reported in foreign
media as an operational failure of the forces supporting Bashar Assad's government, the forces present in the field were also accused
of negligence and faulty conduct and thus considered to be effective in the occurrence of this incident. Biased rumors concerning the
truth of the incident began circulating with the aim of weakening the morale of the defenders of the shrine. The questions this
research attempts to answer are: What is the role of Martyr Seyed Javad Asadi in this incident? How can the possible negligence of
the soldiers in the incident of May 5, 2016 in Khan Tuman be proven or disproven? While introducing aspects of the martyr's self-
sacrifice, valor, dedication and bravery, this research — which was compiled using a descriptive-analytical method and based on 70
hours of active interviews with the martyr's family and comrades — tries to examine the details of the events of May 5, 2016 based
on available data and proves that according to recorded documents and the narrative of eyewitnesses, the notion of possible
negligence on the fighters’ part is rejected.
Key Words: 25" Karbala Division, Shahrak Khan Tuman, 5 May 2015, Martyr Seyyed Javad Asadi, Jafar Tayar operations,
championship, Tazie.
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